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STATEMENT OF THE CASE

In the above proceeding, the Secretary seeks civil penalties
for seven alleged violations of mandatory safety standards.  The
violations were charged in citations issued by the Secretary,
each of which alleged that the violations charged were significant
and substantial as that term is used in the Mine Act.  Respondent
admits that the violations occurred, but denies that they were
significant and substantial, and contests the penalties proposed.
Pursuant to notice, the case was heard in Uniontown, Pennsylvania,
on April 28 and 29(, 1983.  Francis Wehr, Cleutas McConville, Wayne
Schneider, and Joseph Baniak testified on behalf of Petitioner;
David Coffman, Paul Shipley, and Gary Stevenson testified on behalf
of Respondent.  Each of the parties has filed a posthearing brief.
Based on the entire record and considering the contentions of the
parties, I make the following decision.

ISSUES

1.  Are the violations cited of such nature as could signif-
cantly and substantially contribute to the cause and effect of a
mine safety or health hazard?

15G3Penalties in This Proceeding ........   $5,521.00       $4,968.90
